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Preface 

God’s grace comes by stages. At the first stage, the spiritual 
aspirant feels that the Ultimate Truth is God. Who is approachable by 
devotmn. At the second state, God appears before him as the Guru, 
devotion to Whom then takes the place of the devotion to God. And 
by the devotion to the guru, the disciple attains the highest fonn of 
grace, the experience of the Read Self in It's egoless state. This is the 
third and last stage. 

I had the good luck to be in the close contact with Bhagawaan 
Gopinath Ji during the last twenty-two years of His life. He was a 
Jagadguru (a world spiritual teacher) and continues to be so, as is 
borne out by the many spiritual aspirants of several nationalities, 
who say that He has been appearing to them in His astral form to 
guide them. Once, a party was singing before Him a song about the 
^eat importance of worshipping one’s guru and He remarked in 

Kashmu-i, ‘K gatshiyatshure\ which means ‘Only by God’s will an 
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one’s own good fortune can one be led to worship one’s guru.’ or, 
‘One should have a profound yearning to worship one’s guru.’ It is 
said that Bhagawaanji possessed a manuscript copy of the Guru 
Geeta, which He used to recite regularly during the early stages of His 
spiritual discipline. It is an ancient shastra, which, among other 
things, mentions the qualities and the greatness of a true guru. In this 
shastra, it is also mentioned that a regular repetition of it earns the 
disciple great merit and his guru’s abundant grace that lead him to the 
final beautitude. 

In view of it’s great spiritual significance, the members of the 
Bhagawaan Gopinathji Trust and the late Pandit Govind Kaul, a close 
associate of Bhagawaan Ji, felt a few years ago that the Guru Geeta 
should be published for the benefit of spiritual aspirants. Their 
efforts to find the manuscript copy used by Bhagawaan Ji Himself did 
not succeed. Manuscript copies of the Guru Geeta are owned by many 
Kashmiri Pandit families, but they do not let strangers see them, let 
alone borrow them. The Trust was, however, fortunate in gaining 
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access, as a result of the efforts of Miss Jai Kishori Patwari to a 
century-old manuscript written in the Sharda characters and owned 
by Swami Aflab Joo Wangnoo, a disciple of Swami Zana KakTufchi, 
Who is believed to have been Bhagawaanji’s Guru also. It was 
transliterated into the Devanaagari script. 

Like many other manuscripts, copied umpteen times, this 
copy of the Guru Geeta was found to be replete with orthographical 
and grammatical mistakes, that creep in owing to the ignorance or 
carelessness of scribes. The first problem, therefore, was to remove 
these mistakes. Valuable help was rendered in this respect by the late 
Pandit Jagannath Chandra, Shri Tribhuvan Nath Shastri and Shri 
Triloki Nath Bhat Shastri, all of whom deserve our sincere thanks. 
Thanks are also due to Major Radha Krishen Raina (Retd), who 
compared the Devanaagari copy with another manuscript copy that 
we could fortunately lay our hands on. 

It was considered desirable to bring out two editions of the 
Guru Geeta, one with an English and the other with a Hindi 
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rendering. We are thankful to Prof. J. N. Sharma, a scholar of both 
Sanskrit andEnglish, for the English rendering. Wherever necessary, 
he has appended notes to the translation, explaming some Sanskrit 
terms, which do not have exact equivalents in English. He has done a 
commendable job indeed. We hope this edition will prove useful not 
only to foreigners but also to those oe our own people who are 
conversant with neither Sanskritnor Hindi. 

Lastly, we thank Shri Prem Nath Handu, Sahitya Shastri, who 
has prepared the Hindi edition which will be published shortly. The 
work was assigned to him by our former President, the late Prof. K. N. 
Dhar, and he has done a good job of it. 

S. N. Fotedar 

32, Karan Nagar, 

Srinagar (Kashmir) 

28th June, 1984 
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